yr Dae eet auieee an polio Meter sceey brat ' bh oeatahaie va veel ng ah eka mice af ita de dca deal ah what aeak ean saben aia 
i aah ae ss viet! betes Se, HAL Ds abetat Hib Ke Hatt i! an bah Abate ; ( Ht / by ops (3 (a 
ty Beery We et a jphsieh ah aha pala) j: A 9 iy He by ; ite) iH j ri she ais fa oe 
f He ‘fe dt 7 Pure ‘Ai 1 24 aha ha eawean ah vial Med olbbaegiht 
4 ¢ ee tical AiiHerataaie i i 
P hal ie Hi ht Fa) foi’ ‘yh ait HM i 4 { ie ne 
f Adige nbls Mati th i Ue dhs aceininde anh Ae bats 
i PB cat ada hat PRE MERE Eaten a tty ot 
vt 4 Hi ets cae iy AAT fey! ead bl aaa nt Petr ia) ae Gh 
siestally tsb hi vie ub fis vant L site ; ah eth rat’ saat 
on yb Misi) yi ie a “by ret Ht vio allalla'ts hae oll ah! iva fi 
avin ts ny iat Wid ' Bia Ay HH i ie wi prey ada tas ua ¥ 
ne ut i saa ais Pima plata ae tat i 
“ CA el ae estat Aah etintathed ba * Bt 
” riviera at i fi ‘ Wass nf weay nial " fetal ie ats 
i9 cei iia disgt i ci gented a) 44 pate 
: es = iS 
} “g tH ae ne i" pjajinn ste ti : i posh: ¥ 13 oud 
aga : et ph ee 
n ioral p ee 4 
leh “ia He } letats palletes MOSH, 
Bigs Hi Thnganwed teh tab ait f 
: . + La , ibe nate ‘ 
in bi i ered a ihe ; hk Be reall 
ire ae utp ae f With raat ble 
syabe sae fig ! “4 tre ‘ ; pie i f ; ie 
ees STEPH LMI TEOE UF ph RiR ey a yy 
Ba snir rie a pi 5 aint je 4 bas LBL sag) aha Natalia a MEN 
ict eesbthanenne re let Laat Bai 
pepe oppininansiatiet ec} Poh hen eit Coote uer titer tt 
i pen fete fh Beet Hy ip antagaiahea mie 
| hi eka ge cla tee ge 
iat ident ear an 
F Meira Prirpytee bye ilt Adee eh iad dean sit): 
: ' hd ‘ if Has mara abel a) re igs a 
i nie) Hh He Hib seas oe aah Lara ayia 
Ada! Hae aain a CPP RE Lnpevtirereotirs aie 
y at oe ihe yf HK i hasan jaiia i i te 
, ni j By dba 7 At q acral Bete 
rie Ky evs te ae (fs : nt ¥ viel Lah b incon le Any 
‘ a. aevaa jain abe 4H tye Maney is ih hh te ey ge t4 bei! 
ciel gt i git lh fone ee 
r ( re ‘ Hi :j 1 
liatiat Lah} + 
pat rai ne fi : } ree 


1 a ae" 
ila a ie 
ace alt : 


car 


a 
ret ey 


rsstt SESE TeIT ES 


Rg aa i$ 
fe Rha a i } 
4 pincers wf inehtrt Ge 
4 +ehal ny J i144 
A aliad alta ; 
palais a is 4 Legh HF 
alas 4 3 He 
fi ited af Hi sot 
rt ena Tataliale 4 
p PH vei strat 
ite bap | feast ‘ 
| ai He i 
ia He i Mt shh 


eile! 


if sah a seh 4 
f it $i 
Ft) aah 


hy 
Et shhh wll ahetete 


Se 
Ste ers 


Sexe 
So ery == 

rae soe 
some aire eae: 


—a— Z 
oe 

Se we: 
Eee 


a A by y i 

wr aie arti a ayalveeate de , 
ts ; falta alefiah ipe nike rai et il heap sited 
mg ae ne ee 
wc ve yard Hiiyeha rata hihet eh Hiner ae itedstatata Wi y 
haba Aes ee aN, bh nbn ake (he lhe sialyl vt aie a at 
setae « hs mat vy uh nial hates “ ‘seule arey eS, he 1 sh ati sty he 
pers ith aha Helge vt sh thal sts thy 4 rit ae + : 
Nh i \ ne 


232 
= 
es 
Rte StS, 
SSS SSS 


ede abe} ete He 
A sliaita ba tab! apap ny! 
rossi ti etait 
i ity He tat 4 t phitrsay ; ate tt 
ital aan vat aianepaislanane ie ait 
un fy it 
eA Giagibalboll pivalba berbly fhe PT n a hs 
} L rivet rth rset ‘! aay 
; Ae ag dy : , itiasthen 
. ‘asain ys nvenry Lol Wt 
ee eaeccrmgiaats 
ue amie Penne arn et a 
te f va ataeallel yetea fares 
| ila eicteryimainna tl 
PPR Hat antaD a irimenetaps teneranarebenaees 
wi tit if il te “di i saeatdl te ait is ra!) 
ta ane a ‘ i ‘4 ath : , a i i UE Raeag vey Mt 
> wht f ee va bepress 
one's GB ae sit 4 nt Hi aia it aie re) Bt ae ui ata hat i ert 
: aS ariete’ aie ene ate mh se ait shot ig es i Bt ie pot 
om wel liethoite v fey na aimed 
M4 Hay un sfattianand! at Fi Niner apetiena’ aad aids if 
. ; Mai ' i ‘ Neds ge 
ta ate jw # it is bint a 
a paeehd feline | nde 
havea a Wishe a 
ade te wi 
hi hay 
belie tianad qiaie te! My tei 
era tia ; ei 
sAnsbala veld Hd ai } vi 
he | tit I stele ‘a tala yiand't 
ut fais uh in { iy ” 
ut isighyin is tieiniesg ine inte paved mene 
ery a4 anerals peghee 
ha ace ale) bts butte f Ae | F iol hi 
M rate tahetasielt iat ae! ies 
ig be a he P : 
febt'¢ i niehy : ip ais tates al rit ‘ rain) / tot ‘ Ja 
by ; ° i spre hanedaly ef ‘ 
TU hwha! ete Bae “vary " aie ; ate i “4 rife mitt ip raauaurite rn me ' 
Behera drier rane: th eee met silaiten tats 
edt tke val reheat ts vidieinis ria Wee eT 
;' fan ‘ 2 te te aii settee ie men Anhalt sh 
y ; : i cceteeatat a salah 
; - 7 ‘ ae A I ‘ vs iene + teat vain Ha 7 H det a 
m4 * ie) 
ee ; f + a\e Ra ey Rep Pa dais cam iit tonne aie “ih eta eis 
i ‘4 ; ape a “4 ie ay arate) ori { talatainias What athe 
ve ar a bt pia abieietietelt “rie! iajeiitgiene wh apie tetetet iiatam eit eat 
pom yas & 4 Havale he lwiabaitie’ ppd oo a ee 
a . by 
ole i ia argee * 
‘ eit l¢ etiheaieant Pb “ anerre Ike eet cnet 
| ‘ Hola etianata lenpl nto} ‘ 
wpb aaly ie ope a “Hy fa aye | al phe re! ‘a tanta ee iadane? Na BY eight eee 
’ . ihc oa 1 EON eee ee a sdacade tate ta eleghicertaset wh ssohereta seielie 
i sabe ene eet aeaternaner pleat atte ee! tial arenes 
. " Pri ggy eleoee A 3 ‘ Prt 
4 eiviel? nel wt aap He one t 4 xliaiaia 
f J 7? ; et tena a vane tte a tlhe Pe sigl tpt parka tant tee ataleighe) johere 
. oar shite aoyteee ale ’ srarereauaiede i +t oh Silletele eters 
ijellpl vinta hela nvel eae! dele didi bw bhiseoate wee dete 4b : v yh ide paint jets 
° TO eee eee ete len intanaiiet ae ae te ekpiatenereies ‘y i¢ *, "4 bel taara tt ohahe de thd Fey BRN be a eda 7 


4 
iT 
% 
- 
% 
> 
4 
¥ 
, 
} 


thle 


“ER 1° 


oR 2 ea va 


HOOL CO 


Pa, A Bf % a4 y aie 


DING SCH 


— > ee eae 


6 Year, 1866---7. 


REPORT 


Parents and Fellow Citizens : 


In presenting my annual report, I feel, more than ever, 
before, the responsibility resting upon me, and my ina- 
bility to perform the labors satisfactorily to myself or 
acceptably to you, and am lead to exclaim in the lan- 
guage of the Poet, 

‘‘View me not with a critic’s eye, 
But pass my imperfections by.” 

I have endeavored to perform the duties devolving 
upon me, with an eye single to the best interests of edu- 
cation. How far I have been successful, I leave for you 
to judge. 

While in some schools I am able to report a decided 
improvement over past years, in others, not so much as 
could be desired. . 

Some of our teachers, Es in the summer terms, 
have been young and inexperienced, consequently not 
so much improvement was expected. 

Our school-houses are not what they ought to be.— 
While some of them are very fair, others are passable, 
_ and still others are totally unfit for school purposes. I 
would not recommend that new houses be built in these 
districts at present, but I would recommend a diminu- 
tion of the number of districts. 

I have adverted to this subject so often, without any 
effect, that I feel that it is almost labor lost to call your 
attention to it again, but realizing as I do the necessity 
of it, and the benefits that would ‘be derived from ee 
cannot forbear doing so, and urging you to give it your 
serious and candid consideration. 
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‘It will be seen by reference to the statistical table, 


_ that in several districts the average number of scholars 


' is less than twelve. Now consider what an amount of 


money is about the same as wasted in hiring teachers 
and procuring fuel for these small schools, when 
same amount of fuel, ania. teacher, wor 
cient for twice or evemthrice that number. hope this 
subject will ‘be brought before you for your consideration 
at the coming election. 

j have thought best, during the past year, to make a 
change in the reading books, ‘the old ones having*been 
used a number of years, and I think the benefits result- 
ing from it are already manifest, a decided improvement 
in. reading having been made in most of the schools. 

There is one other change necessary, and I should 
have made that also the past year, had I not feared you 


might think me too radical upon that subject, and feel 


that I ought not to subject you to the expense of two 
changes in one year. I refer to the Arithmetic. We 
have in one district no less than seven different text 
books in. that branch, and in several, from four to six. 
I have examined several authors and give my prefer-’ 
ence to Eaton’s Series, and I would recommend to my 
successor, (if it would not be too arrogant) to make a 
change in the arithmetic the present year. 

More caution should be exercised in the selection of 
Prudential Committees, and those persons selected who 
are known to take an active interest in the cause of 
education. Not that there has been any fault to be 
found. the past year in particular, but generally speak- 
ing. 

It need be no disparagement to one person, that an- 
other is more competent to fill that office than he is.— 
A man may be a very good mechanic, and yet no 
preacher at all; and who would think of selecting a 
farmer to superintend a cotton mill? Yet there would 
be no more inconsistency in this, than selecting @ man 
as agent of a school district, who takes no interest in 
the affairs of the school, and who is ignorant of the 
duties pertaining to the office. It is not enough that 
the agent hires a teacher and pays her off when she 
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gets through. He should visit the school occasionally 
and see that the house is kept in proper condition, and 
look after the affairs of the district generally. Of our 
twelve agents in town six have not visited the school 


| Ren | during the year. Our schools are languishing for 


proper interest. Too many are looking around 
and beyond the schoo!l-room, seeming to forget that in 
those rude huts are their greatest earthly treasures.— 
_We are too prone to forget what a stimulus our pres- 
ence in the school room would create in ou? children, 
showing that we are not unmindful of them. ‘The 
teachers, too, what an incentive to extra efforts on their 
part, for the advancement of their pupils would an oc- 
casional visit from the parents exert. 

At the commencement of the schools, I promised to 
report the names of those scholars, who wouid refrain 
_ from whispering during the year. I fear it did not ac- 
complish what I desired, yet I think it has had an in- 
fluence in suppressing the habit in a measure. Such 
names as have been reported by the teachers, will be 
found in the remarks on individual districts. I will say 
however that many names were reported in the summer 
terms that did not ‘continue to the’end,’ and conse- 
quently will not be found among the list. 

I received a letter from our School Commissioner, 
Mr. Mason, saying that he would be in town to visit the 
schools about the Saat of December, the week that sev- 
eral of our schools commenced. Having planned to 
‘have all the schools, or as many as could do so, meet 
him at the church,.or some other convenient place, that 
he might see more of them than he could possibly do 
by, going around among two or three in one day, I 
communicated my plan to him requesting him, if con- 
- yenient and agreeable, to postpone hig visit two or three 
_ weeks till our schools got fairly under way. He very 
willingly acquiesced in my plan, but I regret very much, 
that sickness and death in his family prevented him 
from making the contemplated visit, and whether he 
will visit this town now, or not, I am unable to say. 

_ I would call the attention of our Prudential Com- 
mittees to one thing, and that is, that they call their school 
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meetings early in March. Many of our schools com- 
mence in April, and where the school meeting is put 
off till the middle or last of March, it gives the agent 
no time to procure a teacher till all the best ones are 
engaged. And I would by all means secure one that 
has had experience in teaching, if possible, even if T did 
have to pay a dollar or two more per week ; depend up- 
on it, it will be cheaper in the end. 

I would also recommend that the several agents con- 
fer with th® Superintendent, before engaging teachers. 
I think something like this plan might be adopted suc- 
cessfully. Give notice that the several agents and Su- 
perintendent will be in session on a certain day, for the 
examination of candidates for so many schools. After 
the examination you can make such selections as you 
think proper. ‘This would save the Superintendent the 
very unpleasant necessity sometimes, of rejecting an 
applicant, and the applicant the very mortifying one of 
being rejected. I of course wish not to dictate to my 
successor the course he shall pursue, but simply throw 
out the suggestion. Such other thoughts as oceur will 
be found in the following report of 


INDIVIDUAL DISTRICTS: 
District No. 1. 


“George C. Ingalls, agent. Amount of school money, 
$81.32. Amount to each scholar, $7.57. 

The one term in this district was taught by Miss H. 
Georgia Gillis, of Hudson. Miss Gillis has had but lit- 
tle experience in teaching, this being her second term, 
but by her mild yet persistent manner, coupled with 
her thoroughness of method, she will eventually take 
a high stand among our teachers. In consequence 
of the severe snofy storm, her school’ closed a week 
sooner than was expected, and without an examina- 
tion, therefore I cannot speak confidently of the prog- 
ress made, but judging trom the appearance of the 
school when I visited it, and from what I hear, I have 
no doubt but commendable progress was made. She 
‘ says in her report: “The effort to dispense with whis- 
pering has not been quite successful, though the eyil 
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has been in a measure abolished. The older scholars 
have not taken that interest in reading, that they should, 
while the younger ones have taken great interest in that 
study. Not one of the parents has visited the school 
during the term. Their occasional presence in the 
‘school-room would encourage teacher and scholars, and 
perhaps awaken a deeper interest in school duties.” 


District No. 2. 


Andrew Savage, agent. Amount of money, $73.06. 
Amount to each scholar, $6.08. 


The summer term was kept by Miss Laura E. French» 
and the winter term by Miss 8. Addie Bryant. The 
district has been fortunate in the selection of a teacher 
for both terms. Miss French having taught several 
terms in town is well known. Miss Bryant came here 
a stranger. Both were successful and gave good satis- 
faction. ‘The scholars improved, were well behaved, 
and everything passed off pleasantly. The gymnastic 
exercises at the close of the last term were very inter- 
esting to witness. ‘The names of those who have not 
communicated are Celia M. Fifield, Cynthia A. French, 
Georgia E. Dodge, Hattie F. Otis, Isadore §. French, ~ 
Sarah J. Crooker, Mary EK. Crooker, Francis I. Dodge, 
Frank W. Crooker, George E. Fitield. 


District No. 3.- 


Samuel B. Moore, agent. Amount of money, $186.- 
98. Amount to each scholar, $5.50. * 


The summer term was under the instruction of Miss 
Susie R. Tuten, a teacher of small experience, and 
though she labored for the improvement of her pupils, 
her efforts were not crowned with that success that we 
should be glad to report. ‘The schblars were restless 
and uneasy, and a great. deal of confusion existed.— 
Nevertheless they made some progress in their studies. 

The fall and winter terms were taught by Miss Mary 
W. Griffin. Shealso labored hard for the advancement 
of her scholars, and the examination at the close of the 
last term showed a decided improvement over the pre- 
vious one. 
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dite are some very fine scholars 1m this dicta and 
_swhat they need to make them shining lights, is’ oe 
, ough training. | . 


District No. 4. 


James Hale, agent. Amount of “money, $974 Ws al 
| Amount to each scholar, 


The summer term was taught by Miss Harriet N. 
Robbins, of Nashua, a veteran ‘teacher, with an experi- 
ence of eighty-eight months’ teaching. Miss Robbins is 
one of our best teachers, commanding, by her manner, 
the respect, love and fear of her pupils. The school was 
orderly, and the examination evinced.a thoroughness 
seldom witnessed in this school. In addition tothe 
summer school, a term of eight weeks was kept by sub- 
scription, by the same teacher, and it is to be regretted 
that she was not secured for the winter term, but the 
agent, from motives of economy I presume, thought best 
to employ a young and inexperienced teacher, whom 
he could hire for a less price, who kept four weeks, but 
finding it harder to manage than was expected, she 
gave it up, and the term was finished by Miss 8, Fran- 
ces Spalding, who won herself credit for her persever- 
ance, and the advancement that was made, considering 
the disadvantages under which she labored. Miss Spal- 
ding was a member of tne school, and it could not be 
expected that the scholars would have that fear, or 
hardly the respect they would have for a stranger, and 
athe school was not so orderly as could be desired, nev- 
"ertheless, the scholars made very fair progress, and the 
parents feel to be well satisfied with her efforts under 
the circumstances. 

There were several names reported in the summer 
term as not havigg whispered, but not being reported 
the next term, I presume they have “fallen from grace,’ 
so I do not report them. 


District No. 5. 
Walter Reed, agent. Amount of money, $63. 68. — 
Amount to each scholar, ‘$4.54. 
There has been but one term this year which was in 
charge of Miss Mary A. Fields, of this town. Miss 
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Fields has had considerable experience, and is a faith- 
ful and efficient teacher. She succeeded as usual in 
gaining the good will of her scholars, and a very good 
degree of improvement was made. ‘This school is small 
averaging but ten scholars, and I believe five of these 
came from out of the district. The reading, especially 
by the first class, was excellent, and a thoroughness was 
manifest in all the recitations. ‘There were forty-one 
visits made by citizens and others, which fact speaks 
well for the interest in this district. I am happy to re- 
port the names of Hattie Reed, Ella C. Gould, Hattie 
C. Humphrey, Lottie E. Truel, Abby L. Truel, Ines E. 
Dorr, Lizzie L. Reed, and Ellen R. Foot forgot herself 
and whispered once. 


District No. 6. 


A. B. Woodward, agent. Amount of money, $57.54. 
Amount to each scholar, $3.03. 

The summer term was taught by Miss Emily J. Mar- 
shall, who will, with experience, become an efficient 
teacher. She has a good deal of perseverance, a very 
essential qualification, and her school appeared well 
both times I visited it, and the examination gave evi- 
dence of improvement. 

The winter term was in charge of Miss Addie E. 
Shedd, of this town. Miss Shedd is one of our working 
teachers, following it for the love of it, as well as the 
pecuniary profit. Would that we had more of this kind 
of teachers. 

Owing to the extremely bad state of the roads before, 
and my absence from town at the close of school, [ 
visited it but once during the term; but from my 
knowledge of the teacher, I can confidently report the 
school as having made good progress, *considering the 
disadvantages under which she labored. 

In the first place, the school was but seven weeks in 
length. ‘Then the traveling prevented the regular at- 
tendance of some of the scholars, and the teacher’s health 
compelled her to dismiss the school two weeks right in 
in the middle of the term. ‘This school ranks well with 
the other schools in town. Frank Fields, Joseph Fos- 
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ter, and George Foster are reported as not having been 
absent one halfday. Welldone, boys; continue to be 
constant. I learn also that there were exercises im the 
evening of the close of school, consisting of speaking, 
singing, &c., which passed off to the entire satisfaction 
of all. — , 4 


District No. 7. 


William Moore, agent. Amount of money, $85.88. 
Amount to each scholar, $2.57. 

There have been thirteen and one half weeks’ school- 
ing the past year with a short vacation between the 
terms. Miss Laura K. French has had charge’ of the 
school. Miss French’s reputation as a teacher is too 
well known to need any commendation from me. Under 
her instruction, the scholars made good progress in the 
yarious studies pursued. I see by the register that eleven 
were not absent one half day of the first term, and two 
of the second. 

Their names. are Sarah L. Moore, Aura F. Shedd, 
Lucy M. Kinson, Ella A. Shedd, John Humphrey, Al- 
fred H. Kinson, Charles D. Shedd, Willie E. Campbell, 
and Orson A. Robbins, the first term, and Sarah: kh. 

Moore and Estella M. Moore the second term. 
'  hisis a step in the right direction. Scholars! you 
have set a good example. I hope it will be followed 
by others. Sarah L. Moore, Estella M. Moore’and Aura 
F. Shedd have not whispered. 


District No. 8. 


A. McC. Wilkins, Esq., agent. Amount of money, 
$81.22. Amount to each scholar, $6.25. 

There has been but one term of eleven weeks the past 
year, Miss Priscilla E. McKean, of Amherst, teacher. 
Miss McKean was employed to teach this school last 
year, which is a sufficient recommendation. This school 
is small, and with few exceptions rather backward, and 
these exceptions should have other advantages of ac- 
quiring an education than those offered in the district 
school. 
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District No. 9. 


Isaiah Herrick, Agent. Amount of money, $105.84. 
Amount to each scholar, $3.11 

Both terms of this school have been taught very suc- 
cessfully by Miss L. Anna Wilkins. ‘This school is of 
such a character that it requires the constant attention 
of the teacher to keep the wheels running. The schol- 
ars are mostly young, and some of them are right smart. 
Some of the parents | should judge take but little in- 
terest in the school, as but two are reported as having 
visited the school in the summer, and four in the winter 
term. 

The school-house too is in a dilapidated state and 
were the parents obliged to spend much of their time 
there, I think they would care but little how soon it 
was demolished. It seems more like a prison than a 
school-room. We have several poor school-houses in 
town but I think this is the poorest. It has no ar- 
rangements for ventilation, no recitation seat, and finally 
the house is a disgrace to the town and much more to 
the district. 

John Murphy and James Logan, non-communicates. 


District No. {0. 


George 8. Parkhurst Agent. 
Amount of money $28.64.* Amount to each schol- 
ar, $1.68. 

Both terms of this school were under the instruction 
of Miss Cretia D. Parkhurst of this town, a teacher of 
considerable experience, and who labored very success- 
fully tor the improvement of the pupils under her care. 
I visited the school at the commencement and close of 
the first term. ‘The school was orderly and gave evi- 
dence of having made good advancement. I was happy 
to meet the Superintendent of the Bedford schools, 
whom I have never had the pleasure of meeting before. 

Not getting notice of the commencement of the second 
term till it had been keeping some time, I did not go 
in, and being engaged in my school in Nashua at the 


*From Merrimack. This is a Union district. 
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close, I was not in during the term, but have no doubt 
but it was as profitable as the first. 

The scholars who compose this school are mostly 
from Bedford; a few years ago, it was the reverse, they 
were mostly from this town. Rose Cada and Mary E. 
_ Noyes. 


District No. fl. 


Abel G. Blood agent. 

Amount of money $73.89. Am/’nt to each scholar 

5.68. 
/ The first term was kept by Miss Lucelia A. Kimball. 
This was her first attempt at teaching, and she failed to 
infuse that life and activity that we like to see in a 
school. ‘The scholars appeared very orderly and very 
fair progress was manifest in some of the studies at- 
tended to. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss Lizzie M. Poole 
of Hollis, whose efforts for the advancement of her pu- 
pils were abundantly successful. 

Hattie R. Hardy, and Emma R. Morse. 


District No. 12. 


Thomas M. King, agent. Amount of money $46.40. 
Amount to each scholar $2.78. 

The summer ferm was taught by Miss Isabelle E. 
Styles. The teacher tried to interest the scholars and 
the examination indicated some improvement in their 
studies. But she lacked in government, without which 
the teacher’s position is unpleasant, and the school un- 
profitable. ‘There was some complaint that she abused 
some of the scholars, but as near as I can judge they 
deserved all the punishment they received, and perhaps 
a little more sometimes. 

' There is an element in this district that disturbs the 
harmony and success of the school very'much. I refer 
to the practice of the children running to their parents 
with every little difficulty that arises between each oth- 
er, the parents taking sides with their children, natural- 
ly enough perhaps, magnifying mole-hills into moun- 
tains until it results in hostility, if not actual hatred 
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among families. Now one boy may be an expert with 
his tongue, another with his fist, and each should abide 
the consequences, or not enter the conflict, for one can- 
not fight a great while alone, it will become monotonous, 
Now parents, be sure your children are not. copartners 
in the affray, and then if they are wronged or abused, 
you will have a clear conscience to have the matter 
looked into. 

Children will have their little petty difficulties, but if 
left to themselves, they are soon forgotten, and in fit- 
teen minutes they are as good friends as ever. 

The winter term was taught by Miss Addie E. Shedd, 
who combines many requisites for a good teacher.— 
With firmness, perseverance and energy, added to mild- 
ness, a love for children and the faculty of adapting her- 
self to their different dispositions, she can scarcely fail 
of success. ‘The term was short—only six and one-half 
weeks, but the examination would have been creditable 
to a term of even twelve weeks. They evidently were 
taught in a familiar manner, not so much to be able to 
recite it from the book, as to be able to make a practi- 
cal application of what they learned. They were made 
to think for themselves. On the whole I consider this 
one of the most profitable terms for a long time. Ma- 
ry A. King, Lizzie M. Cary, Frank I. King and Eddie 
C. Cary, were not absent during the last term. The 
first two neither absent, tardy nor dismissed. 

I cannot close this report without referring to the 
discrepancy in the amount of money to each scholar in 
the various districts. By reference, it will be seen that 
in No. 1, the average amount to each scholar is $7.57, 
and in this district there has been only one term of ten 
weeks, almost a dollar per week to a scholar. In No, 
3, the average amount is only $5.50, and twenty-nine 
weeks of school being less than twenty cents per week 
to ascholar. I admit that the cases alluded to may 
perhaps be the extremes, but other cases are nearly al- 
lied to them. But you ask, how is it to be remedied ? 
I answer, in no other way than by diminishing the 
number of districts, throwing more money and more 
scholars into each. 
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Your attention has frequently been called to the im- 
portance of having a Dictionary in every school. At 
the commencement of the schools, I tried to get the 
children interested in the matter, and ask their parents 
for a small contribution each for that object, but I am 
compelled to report, that not one has been purchased in 
town. 

In retiring from the arduous duties of this office, I’ 
wish to tender my sincere thanks for the courtesy with 
which I have invariably been treated, and may my suc- 
cessor be more worthy of your trust and more compe- 
tent to perform the duties. — 

Respectfully submitted, 


H. B. SPALDING, 
Supt'g. S. Committee. 
“Merrimack, March 1, 1867. — 


a 


STATISTICAL TABLE. 


—— 


SUMMER TERM. 


“No. of District. [lj 2] 3] 4/5) 6| 7|8 9] 10) 11) 12 
Whole number of scholars, | *| 12} 26] 25| *| 18] 33) *| 30] 14| 13) 17 
Average attendance, _ | | 1034/2134] 20] | $11/292z) | 24) 13) $19; 15 
Wages of Teacher per month, in- | | | | | | | | | | 
cluding board, $17.80|$21.|/$23.} /$18.|$20.| | $18.) $20./$18./ $20. 
Length of school in weeks. lo] Sl Of 10) | a a eee 
_No. of instances of tardiness. { | 15{ 37| 15; | 25) 47; | 102; OY 48) 72 
No. not absent one half day. A Ii. 4). 4[:.), 3)..19) a) ss8lp ee ee 
No. of visits by citizens and others.| | 12| 15] 38] | 37] Q1{ | | oa 
WINTER TERM. 
No. of district. {| ij 2] 8] 4 5 | 6) 7] Bj Of Wy My 


3it| 
Whole number of scholars. | 11| 12] 34 o9| 14| 19| o7| 13| a4| 17 19| 17 


Average Attendance. al 1034 ase 30| 15 | §l3 
Wages of Teacher, including $22 
board, per mt, |g20. |g17.801 $26. | $23. | $20, $25. |g20. $24, | go. | 920, | $18. / $26. 


Length of school in weeks. 10| a| 14 ul ul 7| 6x,| 11| 10| o| 12 
Masel adtnalentt tek binen:| 81| 14| "| ul 93| 17/ 4a| 9| 193| 14| a9| ll 


No. not absent one half day. | o| q 3| 1| 3| al / ol 3 4 
iad Saly yy eran: o| 19 1 99] an| 18| 10| 3| 3| 19 18| 40 


*No Summer Term. {Fall Term. 
a 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


To the Citizens of the Town of Merrimack : 


AMOUNT OF ASSESSMENTS, 
State, county, town and school taxes as- 


sessed, $8272 91 
Tax on dogs, 27 00 
| — $8299 91 
RECEIPTS FROM STATE. 
Savings bank tax Gwidends for 1866, 328 72 
Railroad 66 66 1222 79 
State aid for 1866, 186 92 
Literary fund tax for 1866, 40 20) 
United States bounties, final instalment, 440 00: 
From County, 8 80: 
Reuben H. Pratt, taxes collected on old 
list, _ 5 09 
From “Jesse Gilman, on settlement of suit, 37 45. 
Cash balance in favor of alms house, 19 60 
$2289 57 
Whole amount received, $10,589 48 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid, State tax, 3225 00. 
« County tax, 795 82 
oo $4020 82 
SCHOOLS. 
Dist. No. 1, Paid G. C. Ingalls, 81 32 
as 2, « A. Savage, 73 06 
6.2439, B. Moore, 186 98 
* 4, .' aj. Hale; 97 93 
me )~— (Cs Dy wf oo W.. Reed, 63 68 
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‘Dist. No. 6, Paid A. B. Woodward, 57 54 
eee 1, ee Wm: Moore; 84 88 

« 8, «© Alex’r McC. Wilkins, 81 22 
Out" od Herrick, 105 84 

i. 10, itt, S.Parkharst, 28 64 

. Lie" A. G. Blood 73 89 
wT OTM, Kinga 46 40 


PAID OLD BILLS OF 1864-5. 


Benjamin M. Hill, abatement for 1860, 8 40 
S. B. Moore, J. Pierce’s tax land for ’64, 10 50 
Frederick F. Walker, on list for 1865, 125. 98 
Benj. Ela, to Nashua with dist. records, 

1865, 2 00 
Charles W. Dutton, breaking roads, ’65, 6 68 
G. F. Spalding, labor, stone and plank, 


1861=3-4, 11 50 
A. C. Darrah, to Nashua, McAffee case, 
1865, 2 00 


Benj. Hartshorn, damage on road in’65, 14 00 
John L. Spalding, state aid committee, 

1864-5, | 40 00 
Ward Parker, state aid committee, 1864-5, 10 50 
Charles H. Longa, superintendant poor 


farm, balance of account, 1865, 235 T7 
Interest on the same, 8 25 
H. E. Abbott, bill against superintendent ’ 

of poor farm, 1865, 190 96 
Benjamin Ela, abatement on land, 1 73 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid: | 
S. King, for labor on roads and bridges, Sill 75 
R. Melvin, labor at setting rani, 35 
A. Goodwin, ¢< 63 
James S. Longa, labor on road, 1 50 


A. McMillen, on bridge near H. Ritterbush’s, 75 
S. Kenny, plank Turkey Hill bridge, 3 
T. T. & A. S. Longa, labor on bridge, 1 
D. Jones, posts for railing, 1 
T. T. & A. S. Longa, for poles and posts, 2 94 
Peter M. Kersey, putting up railing, Q 
Ward Parker, labor on roads and bridges, 10 
L. Fisher, for breaking roads, 8 80 


£981 38 


£663 27 
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S. C. Anderson, for spikes for railing 


bridges, 1 53 
George C. Ingalls, repairing and breaking 

roads, 16 20 
Israel C. Crooker, plank, 1 94 


John McGilvery, labor on roads and bridges, 4 25 
Isaiah Herrick, labor on roads and snowing 


bridge, 5 50 
John French, breaking roads, 25 43 
E. P. Parkhurst, breaking roads, 9 10 
John Kinson, © - f: 5. 25 
Isaac Fitts, “f & 34 70 
Jacob Hartshorn,  “ . 5 18 
Benj. Hartshorn, << 10 00 
T. T. Longa, as ‘ 18 81 
Wm. McAffee, “3 " 4 20 
Chas. W. Patterson, breaking roads in dis- 

trict No. 12 18 64 
A. C. Darrah, erecting railing, 1 75 
George F. Hill, repairing roads, 25 35 
Wm. U. Gage, for plank, 11 52 
Albert A. Junkings, repairing roads, Il 63 
Peter M. Kersey, breaking roads 3 22 


POOR OFF THE FARM. 


R, P. Leonard, support of brother, 26 00 
John Stene, support of Widow Kittredge, 52 00 
John G. Reed, support of Sanderson’s family, 3 92 
S. Spalding, ¥ “ $6 “6 4 88 
Dr. Harrison Eaton, County paupers, 6 25 
$. C. Anderson, geods for James B. Fields, 18 00 


ABATEMENTS FOR 1866-7. 


James Pierce, on land, Lisi 
Daniel T. Ingalls, over assessment on Poll, 4 26 
Frederick F. Walker, on list 1866, Sl 94 
INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 

N. P. Greene, for stationery, 11 71 

a ¥ ‘¢ printing report 1865, 25 00 
G. W. Currier, damage on highway, 75 00 
Sawyer & Stevens, advice, 3 00 
(D amage) McAffee “ai as per verdict, 10 00 
Costs, “ 66 152 88 


3 


G270 87 


@111 05 


97 51 
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Military agent, expenses, two journeys to 


Concord, 6 50 
Thomas M. King, for public watering trough, 

1866, | 3 00 
Richard Fretts, damage by Dogs, 4 60. 
B. Hartshorn, sc 5; 6 00 
H.N. Robbins <“ * 4 4 2% 


Morrison & Stanley, cost in Gilman case, 37 43 
Ward Parker, attendance at court and ex- 


penses, 12 90 
Simeon Kenney, “s ES ¥ 14 00 
Elijah P. Parkhurs®, interest by town order, 34 79 
Robert McGaw, ¢ se ee 400 00 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Ephraim Colburs, town clerk, 15. 00 
Harrison Eaton, 66 5 00 
Samuel C. Anderson, town treasurer, 15 00 
Simeon Kenny, selectman and overseer 

of the poor, 99. 50 
Ward Parker, es 63 00 
Eri Kittredge, if = 28 00 


Frederick F. Walker, collector of taxes, 83 00 
Hosea B. Spalding, Superintending school. 


Committee, 65 00 
RECAPITULATION,. 

Total amount assessed, ’ 
State and county taxes, 4020' 82 
School tax, 981 38. 
For roads and bridges, 270 87 
Poor off farm including Physician’s bill 

at farm, 111 05 
Abatements for 1866—7,,. 97 51 
Incidental expenses, 800 16 
Town officers, 373 50 
Old bills and abatements, 668 27 


Balance in favor of town of 


FINANCIAL REPORT. 


Cash received on loan, 4699 00 
« TT. & A. 5. Longa, on notes, 727 26 


$800. 16 


e373 50 


8299 9k 


$7323 56 


976 35 
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Cash State Treasurer and other sources, 2289 57 


«© Town Treasurer, 355 00 
8010 83 
Cash paid on notes and interest by , 
Selectmen, 8020 87 
«“ by State aid committee, 789 50 
ni by Town Treasurer, 176 80 
Total amount paid, S987 17 
TOWN DEBT. 
‘Total amount of notes outstanding and in- 
terest on the same to March 1, 1867, 32,709 25 
Deduct balance of financial year 1866-7, 976 35 
Amount over assets, $31,732 90 
Amount of notes and interest on the same, 
given to those men who put in substi- 
stitutes, said notes being now under tem- 
porary injunction of the court, deducted, 7565 51 
‘Total indebtedness on demand, $24,167 39 


ALMS HOUSE REPORT. 
EXPENSES. 


Paid Mrs. Marshall, for 33 bushels corn, 3 50 


4 ‘bush. beans, 1 56 

3 potatoes, 2 10 

4 56 Ibs. flour, 3 92 

sc 4% lbs. cod-fish, 31 

“c 1 Ib. tea, 1 40 

“ 5 lbs. dried apple, 1 00 

‘6 A galls. pickles, 1 00 

«s 10 galls. vinegar, 4 00 

“ Q1 Ibs. lard, 5 88 

“ 8 fowls, 6 00 
Blacksmith shoeing horse, 40 
Mr. Merrill, opium, 1 00 
H. N. Robbins, grinding, 56 
Taylor & Norwell, 14 yds. gingham, 34 
Barr & Co., axe-helve and lash, 9. Ni 


A. B. Dodge, clothing for James Barnes, 6 00 
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C. H. Nutt, grass-seed, 
Mr. Shattuck, for plaster, 
Shoes for Miss Chandler, 
J. G. Reed, 4 |b. snuff, 
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Mr. McQuesten, 1 Ib. tea, 3 gals. molasses, 3.10 


S. Kenny, 500 feet hay, 3 bush. oats, 


Z. Perry, 4 quarts beans, 

J.S. F., beef, 

Mr. Laton, for beef, 

For repairing clock, 

C. Converse, doctoring pigs, 

Z. Perry, 124 lbs. lard, 

C. Goodwin, 4 days’ labor haying, 
Burke & Taylor, fish, turnip seed, 
Merrill & Barr, meal, 

Mr. Laton, beef, 

For screens .50, groceries .62, 
James Willey, labor six days’ haying, 


Daggett & Cross, shoeing horse and rivets, 


Joseph Colburn, groceries, 
Taylor & Norwell, cloth and thread, 
L. Fisher, for runnet, 

N. & S. Chase, store goods, 
Merrill & Barr, meal, 

Mr. Brown, repairing harness, 
Mr. Shattuck, tea and sugar, 

J. D. Bederick, repairing wagon, 
Mr. Wheeler, two baskets, 

Mr. Barr, 144 lbs. potash, 

S. Melendy, repairing lead pipe, 


Damon & Weeks, paper and curtains, 


J. Reed, for snuff, 

Ds Ws Cada, broom and cheese pan, 
H. Dane, crockery ware, 

Mr. Fowle, labor one day, 

Barr & Co., grass seed, 
Daggett & Cross, shoeing horse, 
E. Gilmore, mason work, 

Mr. Colburn, 2 lbs. tobacco, 

A. 8. Longa, labor two days, 

KE. P. Parkhurst, ten bush. rye, 
F. Herrick, repairing plow, 

S. C. Anderson, store goods, 
W. Parker, I calf, 

F. F, Kimball, cotton cloth, 

T. T. Longa, self and oxen, 
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G. W. Sawin, blacksmith work, 
Z. Perry, cabbages, 

_C. Nutt, fork hoe, 

S. Fuller, use of cider-mill, 

S. Kenny, labor and use of wheels, 
Grinding corn, 

J. K. Marshall, fabor, 

Merrill & Barr, four and meal, 
Fiske & Libby, shoes, 

J. Reed & Co., snuff, 

D. & C.,3 galls. molasses, 

F. Kimball, cotton cloth, 

Mr. Goodrich, repairing boiler, 
F. Nichols, labor, 

D. Swett, use of bull, 

F, Boutell, for meat, 

C. Merrill, opium and medicine, 
G. Stevens, store bill, 

J. F. Osgood, blacksmith work, 
W. Wetherbee, taxes in Amherst, 
I. P. Weston, butchering, 

F. Nichols, 66 

Wm. U. Gage, sawing lumber, 
S.C. Nesmith, filing saws, 

N. & S. Chase, store goods, 
Mr. Goodrich, sheet-iron, 

C.H. Nutt, glass and putty, 
Barr & Co., 20 Ibs. potash, 


Levi Fisher, carrying J. Barnes to County 


farm, 
Mrs. Marshall, for use of cow, 
6 $¢ two tin pails, 


F, Boutell, grinding, 
Thomas Parker, use of harrow, 
I. Parker, labor, 
L. Fuller, two buffalo robes, 

ue four meal bags, 
Superintendent’s salary, 


Amount iof expenditures, 


RECEIPTS. 


Rec’d. of T. T. Longa, horse hire, 
I. Reed, 12 3-16. lbs. of butter, 


Burke & Taylor, 1 bush. cranberries, 


Mr. Greene, 28 lbs. butter, 


$961 04 
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Mr. Greene, 6 doz. eggs, 
Mr. Shattuck, 104 Ibs. butter, 
Mr. Laton, 1 calf, 

és 20 Ibs. butter, 
Mr, Goodwin, 34 doz. eggs, 


County, for board and clothes for J. Barnes, 20 79 
9 


Individuals for 23 lbs, butter, 
Z. Perry, drawing logs, 
Individuals, 334 Ibs. butter, 
Mr. Sawyer, 20 lbs. butter, 


1 50 
4 72 
12 00 
9 00 
1 68 


Mr. Goodwin, 2 lbs. butter, .75,and milk, 10, 85 — 


Burke & Taylor, 35 Ibs. butter, 
Mr. Colburn, 54 doz. eggs, 
Ward Parker, 2 pigs, 

I. Fills, 1 pig, 

Mr. Cook, 15 Ibs. butter, 

Mr. Colburn, 192 Ibs. butter, 
Mr. McKeever, | pig, 

Mr. Adams, 34 doz. eggs, 

4 << 24 bush. apples, 
N. & S. Chase, 6 lbs. butter, 
Mr. Adams, 3 doz. eggs, 

‘é és apples, 

Fuller & Robertson, 4 cattle, 

Z. Perry, one shoat, 

Mr. Shattuck, apples, 

R. Howard, 53 bush. apples, 

For apples, 

N. Nichols, 12 Ibs. butter, 

pl Wd bear 2 s. Longa, 34 weeks board, 


“ “for horse hire, 
“ « for two pigs, 
rr «¢ five bushels apples, 


Mr. Nichols, 6 fowls, 
Mr. Perry, 1 pig, 
R. Howard, 20 bush. apples, 
Mr. Page, dinner and baiting, 
+: three bbls. apples, 
Mr. Nichols, 6 fowls, 
66 4 lbs. butter, 
iF 2 bbls. apples, 
6 5 bush. potatoes, 
C. Fosdick, 4 barrels apples, 
“c 4 do. ‘ec 
Mr. Barr, 5 turkeys, 
A. S. Longa, 2 bbls. apples, 
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Mr. Fosdick, 42 fowls, 19 ,74 
James Batchelder, 10 bbls. apples, BL 25 
Two feather beds, 6 20 
J. C. Towns, two turkeys, 3 00 
Mr. Nichols, 4 lbs. butter, 1 80 
Mr. Perry, 3 lbs. cheese, 60 


J. C. Towns, one barrel apples, 
« Mr. Barr, 20 gals. cider, 
Burke & Taylor, 6 lbs. butter, 
D. Jones, one barrel apples, 
Mr. Boutelle, 95 Ibs. turkeys, 
oe 4 fowls, 
¥ 334 quarts milk, 
Daggett & Cross, 4 doz. eggs, 
Mr. “Wiggin, 162 quarts milk, 
C. H. Longa, one cow, 
ae interest on the same, 
D. Jones, 3 turkeys, 
Wm. U. Gage, 142 lbs. beef, 
L. Fisher, 123 pounds beef, 
Robertson & Co., 22 pounds chickens, 
D. Parker, cowhide, 
N. & S. Chase, 9 bush. potatoes, 
J. C. Towns, 2 bbls. apples, 
Mr. Nichols, 174 Ibs. butter, 
Mr. Green, 10 bush. potatoes, 
F. Nichols, 2 qts. soap, 10 
Martha and Florence Rolfe, 28 weeks board, 28 75 
A. McC. Wilkins, drawing 16 850 ft. timber, 67 40 
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S. Kenny, for use of oxen and for labor, 1 50 
Amount of receipts, $980 64 
Amount of expenditures, 961 04 
Cash balance in favor of farm. $19 60 


RECEIPTS FOR LABOR FOR TOWN OFF THE FARM. 
For hauling poles and posts and labor on 


road, 13 75 
For breaking roads, 11 44 
Plank for bridges, the timber for the same 
taken from farm, 31 87 
Add cash balance in favor of farm, 19 60 
| $76 66 
Deduct physician’s bill, 5 50 


Final balance in favor of farm, $71 16 
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INVOICE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY AT FARM, 


. Feb. 16, 1867. 
1 Horse, 100 00 
1 pair oxen, 200 00 
1 pair 4 years old bseelh 160 00 
4 cows, 200 00 
4 yearlings, 60 00 
3 shoats, 63 00 
25 fowls, 2 turkeys, 21 00 
HAY AND GRAIN, 
9 tons English hay, 243 00 
14 “ stock hay, : 20 00 
Corn fodder and straw, 10 00 
40 bushels corn, 54,00 
Lot seed eq 1 50 
18 bush. oats, 11 70° 
54 6“ beans, 16 50 
PROVISIONS. 
24 bbls. pork, 75 00 


216 “- ham, 

2-3 bbl. beef, 

50 Ibs. fresh beef, 
132 bush. potatoes, 
24 bbls. apples, 

14 “ cider 

8 bush. carrots, 

2 ‘turnips, 

6 galls. vinegar, 

16 ‘pickles, 
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42 lbs. cheese, 40 
34 doz. eggs, 00 
2 bbl. flour, 

+ “ meal, 50 
32 Ibs. butter, 12 80 
386 “  Jard, 6 40 


26 “* sasauges, 
2 galls. molasses, 
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Lot spices, 50 
10 Ibs. sugar, 20 
14-*-~ tea, 80 


6 << fine salt, 12 


$804 00 


$356 70 


2 Ibs. saleratus, 24 
5’? suet, <i oY Oy 
66 “* dried apple, 11 00 
4 «“- salt fish, 30 
| »»).. MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 
2 bbls. soap, 12 00 
31 Ibs. tallow and candles, 4 34 
# quart neat’s oil, 32 
1 gal. kerosene oil, 75 
6 lbs. grease, 50 
1 Ib. tobacco, 15 
315 32 
Total value of personal property at the 
alms house, appraised Feb, 16, 1867, 1476 02 
The same description of property apprais- 
edi Feb. 19, 1866, 1379 48 
Increase of property since 1866, 96 54 


The estimate of Farming Tools and Household Furniture, 
same as last year. 


REMARKS. 


The undersigned believe that they have made a correct state- 
ment of the affairs of the town for the past financial year in the 
foregeing report. They wouldsay that they have not been 
able to make so full and clear account of the funds as they 
would wish, owing in part perhaps to their financial qualifica- 
tions. 

It will be seen by the above, that the balance in the treasury 
on the financial account is $976 35 including old bills of 
$668,27, which if not included, would leave a balance of 
$ 1644,62 on the business of the past financial year. 

The law suits that were mentioned in the Selectmen’s Re- 
port of last year, have been disposed of by trial of the case 
McAffee vs. town, which resulted in a verdict against the town, 
damage ten dollars and costs, (see report.) The other case has 
been settled by advice of the town’s counsel. Mr. Gilman paid 
one half of the damage and his own costs. The town is now 
free from the fangs of the law. 

The roads and bridges are in about the same state of repair 
as at the last annual report, the superintendent of the town 
farm has been directed to cut and haul some timber to the 
mills suitable for plank to repair the bridges another year if 
wanted for that purpose. 
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The Overseers of the Poor have secured the services of Mr. 
Fuller and mother for another year as superintendents of the 
alms house at highér wages than last year. We believe that 
the business of the institution has been conducted in a. prudent 
and economical manner. The inmates appear to be content- 
ed and happy. There are five paupers at the farm at the pre- 
sent time. James Barnes, who has been maintained by the 
town many years, is by the laws now in force, chargeable to the 
county, and was removed to the county farm in April last; by the 
above report it will be seen that the farm has becomea source 
of revenue as by the final balance the town treasury has 
been relieved to the amount of $71,16. 

Mr. Fuller has cleared and sown:ten acres of land to rye and 
grass at the cost of about $45,00, cash, for seed and labor. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


WARD PARKER, of 


SIMEON KENNY, )Selectmen 
ERI KITTREDGE, ) Merrimack. 


Merrimack, March Ist, 1867. 
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